On behalf of the committee appointed to. make arrangements for the public reception and entertainment of therepresentative Colonial Contingent of Forces serving in thewar in South Africa, which is expected to arrive in England early next year (as well as of the Canadian Contingent nowhere), we shall be obliged by your giving publicity, aided by your valuable support, to the appeal which we now makefor liberal assistance. A very heavy expenditure must beincurred to give these troops a welcome in some degreeworthy of the national appreciation of their splendid! services.
The officers and men of these contingents, numbering over 5,000, will be brought to and maintained in this country., and afterwards conveyed to their [homes, at considerableexpense, the necessary funds being supplied by Parliament., but such funds will not be chargeable with the cost of functions and entertainments not of a strictly military character, nor of the conveyance of the men to provinciall cities or other places of interest.
It will be the desire of the people of Great Britain to make the stay of the Colonial Forces in this country as agreeable and instructive as possible, and it is obvious that, as 5,000? men have to be dealt with, this cannot be done without theexpenditure of many thousands of pounds.
The committee, therefore, sincerely trusts that a liberall answer will be given to this appeal, in accordance with theuniversal sentiment of the country, which cordially recognises the patriotic co-operation now volunteered by theColonies, and the great advance thus made towards the final consolidation of the Empire.
While it is hoped that large subscriptions will be tendered by those who can well afford it, smaller contributions of any amount will be gladly received. 
